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              PRESS RELEASE 
 

17th Judicial Circuit Receives Research and Evaluation Award 
 
ROCKFORD, IL – Chief Judge Eugene G. Doherty is pleased to announce that the 17th Judicial 
Circuit Court, in partnership with Northern Illinois University, been awarded a Research and 
Evaluation Initiative grant from the Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women. 
The $413,000 award provides funding to conduct research to measure the efficacy of Winnebago 
County’s Domestic Violence Coordinated Court and its impact on survivor safety and 
engagement.  
 
Nicole Ticknor, Deputy Court Administrator of the Domestic Violence Coordinated Court 
commented, “We are grateful for the opportunity to participate in a study that will provide 
findings that can be used to inform the practices of domestic violence courts throughout the 
country, and thankful for the ability to partner with a local university to conduct this research.”  
 
Dr. Julie Crouch, Director of the Center for the Study of Family Violence and Sexual Assault at 
Northern Illinois University stated, “We look forward to continuing our partnership with the 17th 
Judicial Circuit Court and are grateful for the support from the Office of Violence Against 
Women, which will enable us to pursue this important work.”    
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