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MEDIA RELEASE
APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS MONTH

ROCKFORD, IL - Judge Jennifer Clifford, Chairperson of the 17t Judicial Circuit Family Violence
Coordinating Council (FVCC), announces that April is Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month. The
community is encouraged to support the multiple community awareness activities planned throughout the
month, beginning with Wear Blue Day on April 7®. Community awareness activities seek to provide
education and honor those who have been impacted by child abuse in Winnebago and Boone counties.

The FVCC has planned awareness activities throughout the month of April including its annual Hands
Around the Courthouse event scheduled for April 27" at 12noon at the Winnebago County Criminal Justice
Center located at 650 W. State St. This year, Boone County will host an inaugural Hands Around the Park
event on April 14" at 12noon at Big Thunder Park across from the Boone County Courthouse.

Additional information about planned events can be found on the attached calendar or by visiting the 17th
Judicial Circuit Family Violence Coordinating Council Facebook page. Honorable Jennifer Clifford
commented, “We have several opportunities throughout the month of April to learn about the tremendous
impact of child abuse and neglect in both the Winnebago and Boone County communities as well as the
amazing organizations that help children and their families. We are thankful for the multiple organizations
that partner with us not only in April but throughout the entire year to address our community’s response to
child abuse and neglect.”

The 17 Judicial Circuit Family Violence Coordinating Council is funded by the Illinois Criminal Justice
Information Authority and serves Boone and Winnebago counties. The FVCC serves as a forum to coordinate
community and professional efforts to address family violence, including domestic violence, teen dating
violence, sexual assault, stalking, and child abuse. For more information about the work of the FVCC, contact
Nicole Ticknor at nticknor@ 1 7thcirucit.illinoiscourts.gov.
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CHILD ABUSE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH ACTVITIES

Visit preventchildabuseillinois.org for ways you can prevent child abuse in your community

Funding for this project provided in whole or in part by the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
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SUN

MON

BOONE COUNTY
EVENTS IN BLUE

WINNEBAGO COUNTY
EVENTS IN BLACK

2

MORGAN STREET
BRIDGE AND CITY
HALL GO BLUE THE
FIRST AND LAST
WEEKS OF THE
MONTH!

3

BELVIDERE CITY
COUNCIL
PROCLAMATION

7

NATIONAL WEAR
BLUE DAY

WEAR BLUE AND TAG
THE FVCC
FACEBOOK PAGE IN
YOUR PICTURES!

9

CHILD ABUSE IS
OFTEN PERPETRATED
BY SOMEONE THE
CHILD KNOWS, SUCH
AS A PARENT,
RELATIVE, NEIGHBOR,
FRIEND OF THE
FAMILY, OR TRUSTED
ADULT LIKE A
TEACHER OR COACH

10

PINWHEEL GARDEN
PLANTING AT BIG
THUNDER PARK

1

BOONE COUNTY BLUE
RIBBON DISTRIBUTION
SPONSORED BY CHASI

12

BOONE COUNTY
COMMUNITY IN
BLUE DAY

BRENDA POWELL
MEYER SURVIVOR
SPEAKER EVENT-
SCAN =
TO

REGISTER

13

HIGH SCHOOL ART
CLUB SIDEWALK
PAINTING AT BIG
THUNDER PARK

14

HANDS AROUND THE
PARK

12NOON

PINWHEEL GARDEN
CEREMONY -UIC
ROCKFORD

2:00PM

20

BOONE COUNTY
BOARD
PROCLAMATION

24

ROCKFORD CITY
COUNCIL
PROCLAMATION

25

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK! 17TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
FAMILY VIOLENCE
COORDINATING
COUNCIL

27

HANDS AROUND THE
COURTHOUSE
12NOON

29

DID YOU KNOW? IN
FY22 216,644 CALLS
WERE MADE TO THE
ILLINOIS CHILD ABUSE
HOTLINE
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